
GNFAC Avalanche Forecast for Fri Apr 11, 2025

This is Ian Hoyer with the avalanche forecast on Friday, April 11th, at 7:00 a.m. sponsored by Knoff Group
Real Estate and the Upper Yellowstone Snowmobile Club. This forecast does not apply to operating ski areas.

Mountain Weather

Temperatures did not drop below freezing last night. Early this morning, they are in the high 30s and low 40s
F. There has not been any measurable rain or snow. Winds are out of the south and west at 10-25 mph, with
gusts as high as 50 mph. 

High temperatures today will be in the 40s and 50s F. Skies will start off mostly sunny this morning, with
increasing clouds around Bozeman and Big Sky this afternoon. Winds will remain moderate out of the south and
west.

Rain and snow showers will start overnight. Temperatures will be cooler this weekend and precipitation will
continue, on and off, but accumulations are looking modest at this point.

Snowpack and Avalanche Discussion

All Regions

With temperatures already above freezing this morning, sunny skies, and temperatures rising into the 50s F
today, Wet Loose avalanches are the primary avalanche concern. With clear skies overnight, some areas will
likely have thin crusts at the surface, but those will break down quickly in today’s intense mid-April sun. Wet
Loose avalanches will mostly be confined to the snow that fell on Tuesday, sliding on the firm crusts beneath.
Don’t discount the power of these relatively small slides - even a slide a few inches deep can entrain a lot of
snow and take you for quite an unpleasant ride. Wet loose avalanches will either start at your feet or could come
down from above you from near exposed rocks on steep, sunny slopes. Plan to move off steep, sunny slopes as
the day heats up and there are more than a couple inches of wet snow at the surface.

Wind Slab avalanches are still possible on shady, high elevation slopes with colder, drier snow. On
Wednesday, there were natural and skier triggered wind slabs in the Bridgers and near Big Sky (observation,
observation). Another 48 hours of warm temperatures have likely glued most of these slabs on, but be on the
lookout for the slopes where they haven’t. Cracks shooting out in front of your skis or snowmobile are bullseye
information that drifts remain unstable. Consider keeping things simple by just steering around wind drifts. 

After a night with no freeze, Cornices breaking off are another concern. Minimize time spent below them and
stay far back from the edge while traveling along ridgelines.

The avalanche danger is MODERATE throughout the forecast area.
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